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Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Astronomical Society of the Pacific in the 

Library of Lick Observatory, on the 

Evening of August 26, 191 1. 

President J. D. Galloway in the chair. 

Present, Directors R. G. Aitken, Charles S. Cushing, A. O. 
Leuschner, S. D. Townley, Alexander M. McAdie, and D. S. Rich- 
ardson. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

A communication was read by the Secretary from Prof. Ernst Hart- 
wig, Director of the Remeis Observatory of Bamberg, Germany, asking 
that his Observatory be supplied with a complete file of the Publica- 
tions of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, from and including 
No. 41 down to the last issue. After some discussion as to the stock of 
back numbers on hand and the policy of honoring so large a requisition, 
the Board voted to comply with the request of Professor Hartwig, and 
Director Aitken was instructed to collect and ship the Publications 
to Bamberg at the expense of the Remeis Observatory. It was under- 
stood, however, that this action was not to be considered as a prece- 
dent for future cases. 

A general discussion followed concerning the difficulty heretofore ex- 
perienced by the Board in securing a quorum of its members at business 
meetings, due to the fact that the members live so far apart. 

Director Cushing called attention to the fact that, under the present 
law of the State of California, a quorum might consist of less than a 
majority of the Board of Directors, and he suggested that the By-Laws 
of the Society be so amended that Ave shall constitute a working quo- 
rum. The President appointed Mr. Cushing a committee of one to 
look further into the legal aspects of the question and report at the 
next regular meeting. 
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The next subject to engage the attention of the Board was that of 
making some change in the by-laws of the Society whereby the dates of 
all regular meetings, excepting the annual meeting, might be made 
movable or subject to some discretion on the part of the President and 
Secretary. The discussion clearly showed that some elasticity in this 
respect would frequently result in advantage to the Society. A resolu- 
tion was, accordingly, introduced by Director Leuschner and seconded 
by Director McAdie, under the provisions of which the Secretary was 
instructed to obtain the written consent of not less than nine Directors 
to such modification of Article IX of the by-laws as seemed desirable 
to effect the end proposed, and to report the result of his action at the 
next regular meeting of the Society. Carried. 

Inquiry was made by Director Leuschner as to what action had been 
taken by the Society looking to the affiliation of the Astronomical 
Society of the Pacific with the Pacific Association of Scientific Societies, 
an organization designed to bring the various scientific bodies of the 
Pacific Coast into harmonious action along lines of mutual interest and 
advantage. The fact was brought out that no steps had, as yet, been 
taken, although tbe matter was considered at the meeting of the Board 
of January 29, 1910, and the President had been instructed to appoint 
a committee to consider it and make report. Director Leuschner 
urged the desirability of affiliation with the said organization and asked 
that a new committee be appointed to look into the matter and report 
at the next regular meeting. He further directed attention to the fact 
that a tentative date had been fixed by the Pacific Association of Scien- 
tific Societies for an annual joint meeting of all the organiaztions 
composing that body for about April 1st of each year. As this date 
would fall too close to the date of the annual meeting of the Astro- 
nomical Society of the Pacific, which comes on the last Saturday in 
March, he was of the opinion that, prior to effecting a union with the 
Pacific Association of Scientific Societies, an effort should be made to 
induce that organization to fix some other date for its annual joint 
meeting. In case that could not be done, he suggested that steps be 
taken to fix another date for the annual meeting of the Astronomical 
Society of the Pacific. President Galloway thereupon appointed 
Directors Leuschner and Cushinc a committee of two, with instruc- 
tions to look into all phases of the subject, both legal and otherwise, 
and report at the next annual meeting of the Astronomical Society with 
recommendations for action. 

The next business in order was the reading by the Secretary of the 
resignation of Director Townley as a member of the Publication Com- 
mittee. In his letter of resignation, which bears the date of July 18. 
191 1, Director Townley sets forth that, after twelve years' service on 
the Committee, he finds that he can no longer give the necessary time 
and labor to the work, such as its importance demands. 

In the discussion which followed the reading of the resignation the 
fact was clearly brought out that the Publication Committee had long 
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been hampered in its operations and its work rendered more difficult 
l)y the fact that its members were widely scattered geographically and 
all at a distance from the printing office in San Francisco. This re- 
sulted in much extra labor, expense, correspondence and loss of time. 
It was the unanimous opinion of all the Directors present that a more 
concentrated responsibility was desirable and that at least two mem- 
bers of the Publication Committee, one of whom should be the Chair- 
man, should live in the same place and be in easy personal communica- 
tion with each other. In view of these circumstances, the resignation 
of Director Townley was received with regret, coupled with a vote of 
thanks for his long and faithful services on the Committee and to the 
Society. 

On motion of Director Cushing, seconded by Director Leuschner, 
Director R. G. Aitken was unanimously elected as a member of the 
Publication Committee, vice Townley, resigned, and Dr. H. D. Curtis 
was designated as the Chairman of same. 

Director Townley then read a letter addressed to him by Dr. J. D. 
Maddrill, of Ukiah, a member of the Publication Committee, in which 
he discussed the generally unsatisfactory conditions under which the 
Committee was working, and generously offered to tender his own res- 
ignation if the interests of the Society might be subserved thereby. 
This was followed by a verbal statement from Director Leuschner to 
the effect that he was authorized by Dr. Maddrill to tender such res- 
ignation, which he accordingly did. The resignation was accepted by 
the Board and the vacancy thus created was left unfilled. 

Director Townley, of the Donohoe Comet Medal Committee, re- 
ported that Comet &-1911 had been discovered by Mr. C. C. Kiess, of 
the Lick Observatory, on July 6, 191 1, and that Comet c-1911 had been 
discovered by Dr. William R. Brooks at Geneva, New York, on the 
night of July 20, 191 1. On motion, duly seconded, it was therefore 
ordered by the Board that medals be properly engraved and forwarded 
by the Secretary to Messrs. Kiess and Brooks. 

On motion of Director Aitken, seconded by Director Townley, the 
Secretary was instructed to collect all the used cuts, electrotypes, zinco- 
graphs, etc., now in the hands of the printers in San Francisco, and 
carefully preserve them in the rooms of the Society for any future use 
which might arise. 

On motion of Director Cushing, very heartily seconded by all pres- 
ent, a vote of thanks was extended to Dr. and Mrs. Aitken, to Dr. and 
Mrs. Curtis and to the other members of the staff of the Lick Observa- 
tory, for the hospitality and kindness shown to the officers and mem- 
bers of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific on this occasion of 
their visit to Mount Hamilton. 

Adjourned. 

D. S. Richardson, Secretary. 



